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Good News:  Martina had her baby.   
What a cutie:  
 
 

Don’t forget to mark down our 
garden tour, the third week in 
April, on your calendar. 
 
 
 
 

Vegetables & Sustainability‐frequent questions 
https://ucanr.edu/sites/gardenweb/Vegetables/?uid=19&ds=462 

 Overview Q. Can I compost pet manure?  
A. Only compost the manure from herbivores—animals that eat 
only plants. Even if the materials are composted in a hot pile, it 
may not be hot enough to destroy the cysts of parasites found 
in dog and/or cat manure. 

Q. Our acorn squash and pumpkin vines have gotten out 
of hand in our small garden. If we cut off some of the 
vines, will it harm the plants? Will they still produce 
fruit?  
A. It is important to allow ample space for vine plants so they 
will have good air circulation and so sunlight can reach all parts 
of the plant. It is not a good idea to remove portions of the 
vines in an attempt to control size. In the future select 
compact varieties of the vegetables you wish to grow and if 
none are available, you may have to buy the desired produce 
at your local farmers market. 

Q. I planted Brandywine tomatoes, and the plants are 
strong and enormous. They have produced many flowers 
but no fruit. Any suggestions?  
A. Brandywine tomatoes are relatively late to bear, with fruit 
beginning to ripen about 80 days after seedlings are set out. 
Be patient; if fruit has not begun to form yet it probably will 
soon. It's not unusual for the first flowers to fail to set fruit. 
While many heirloom tomatoes are late-bearing, there are also 
earlier fruiting varieties. Check the seed packet or plant label 



for days to harvest. 

Q. My tomatoes have a lot of blossoms but I don’t get 
any fruit. What can I do?  
A. There are several reasons that the fruit may fail to set. It 
may be that the nights are too cold in the spring, high summer 
temps consistently over 90 F. during the day or low light 
intensity. Smog (ozone) can also prevent fruit from setting 
properly. Keep plants evenly moist, especially during periods of 
high temperatures. Consider trying some hand pollination with 
a small paintbrush, and make sure the plants are receiving 
plenty of sun. You can also try some of the fruit set 
homomones available in garden centers. This material works 
best in relation to cooler nighttime temperatures. More 
on tomato pest management. 

Q. My tomatoes have brown-black spots on the bottom 
(the blossom) end. What can I do?  
A. This is a physiological disease (not caused by a 
microorganism) that involves calcium nutrition and water 
balance in the plant. It is aggravated by high soil salt content 
or low soil moisture. It is more common on sandier soils and on 
some tomato varieties. Try to maintain even soil moisture. 
More on tomato pest management. 

Q. I have lovely squash plants but the fruit fails to fully 
develop.  
A. Curcurbits (squash, melons and cucumbers) have a unique 
flowering habit. They produce both male and female flowers 
and the pollen must be carried, usually by bees, from the male 
flower to the female flower. Where this doesn’t happen, it may 
result in incomplete pollination and the end of the developing 
fruit will shrivel. A dedicated gardener can help the process 
along with a small paintbrush. They can dip the paintbrush in 
the male flower and collect some pollen and move it to the 
female flower. You can recognize the female flower because it 
has a small developing miniature fruit at the base of the flower.

Q. I have a white powdery substance on the leaves and 
stems of my pumpkins. The spots seem to get bigger and 
cover the leaves. The leaves eventually turn yellow and 
die. What can I do?  
A. The problem is a fungus disease called powdery mildew. The 
disease will be less severe in hot, dry weather. Plant resistant 
varieties. More on management of powdery mildew in the 
vegetable garden. 

Q. Are nutrients in organic matter immediately available 
to plants?  
A. No, the nutrients in organic matter gradually become 
available to plants. Under suitable conditions, including pH and 
moisture level, organic matter is decomposed by soil-dwelling 
organisms such as; fungi, algae, bacteria, molds, and 
earthworms. During this process, insoluble nutrients, which are 
not available to plants, are gradually changed into available 



soluble forms. For example, nitrogen is converted from its 
unavailable organic form to an available inorganic form 
(nitrate) by soil organisms through a process called 
nitrification. The soil organisms slowly release nutrients from 
organic matter for plant uptake. Therefore, periodic 
confirmation of soil pH is necessary for good performance. 

Q. My bean foliage is distorted with a mottled pattern, 
and the fruit is crooked and hard. What's wrong?  
A. This is bean mosaic, a virus that is seed-transmitted. Once it 
develops within a garden, it can be moved from one plant to 
another by aphids. Control this disease by using good-quality 
bean seed, following an aphid control program in the garden, 
and removing diseased plants. Similar damage occurs when 
plants are exposed to: *Phenoxy herbicide (broadleaf 
herbicide). When applying herbicides near crops, be aware of 
wind speed and direction. *Use of tobacco products 
(cigarettes) when handling plants can transfer the mosaic 
virus. Mosaic virus disease commonly infects beans, sweet 
corn, squash, melons, cucumbers, peas, peppers, and 
tomatoes. Therefore, placement and spacing of other rows 
becomes important. More on mosaic and aphids. 

 

Intereting garden blogs to explore: 
 
1. Gardening Know How's Blog 
 Gardening Know How's want to help you become a better gardener, to have more fun 
gardening and to make sure all your gardening questions are answered. 
Frequency about 4 posts per week.  
Website blog.gardeningknowhow.com  
Facebook fans 417,863. Twitter followers 88,861. 

2. A Way to Garden | Organic Gardening Blog 
 Way to Garden has been awarded as "the best garden blog" by NY Times. The blog is a 
source of organic gardening inspiration and contains Horticultural how-to and 'woo-woo' 
from Margaret Roach, ex-editorial director of Martha Stewart. 
Frequency about 3 posts per month.  
Website awaytogarden.com  
Facebook fans 91,626. Twitter followers 9,037. United StatesAbout Blog  

3.   Plant Care Today 
shares fun ideas for Your Home, Garden and everyday living.  
Frequency about 3 posts per week.  
Website plantcaretoday.com  
Facebook fans 851,625. Twitter followers 741. 

 
 



4. American Meadows Blog | Flower Gardening Blog 
Wildflower Seed, Bulbs, Wildflowers, Perennials. American Meadows is one of the most 
respected online retailers of wildflower seeds, perennial plants and flower bulbs in North 
America. Helping people create their dream gardens for over 30 years.  
Frequency about 1 post per month.  
Website americanmeadows.com/blog  
Facebook fans 275,142. Twitter followers 1,800. 

5. The Middle-Sized Garden | Gardening Blog 
If your garden is larger than a courtyard but smaller than an acre and you want it to look 
gorgeous, with hardly any time or money follow this blog. The Middlesized Garden is 
about helping you to make your garden a reflection of your own personal style. 
Frequency about 2 posts per month.  
Since Nov 2013  
Website themiddlesizedgarden.co.uk  
Facebook fans 3,410. Twitter followers 4,084. 
 

5 garden tips to try  
https://www.pasadenastarnews.com/2018/12/28/5-garden-tips-to-try-this-week-dec-29-jan-4/ 

1. Prune away 
Happy New Year! And if you have nothing else to do this weekend, you can prune and feed 
your deciduous fruit trees (or you can wait a little longer). Cut back the top at whatever 
height you want down to eight feet, and thin out branches from the middle of the tree so 
sunlight can filter through. Leave short “spurs” along the branches of plums, prunes, 
apricots and apples, but cut back the long branches. Leave long “hangers” on peaches and 
nectarines, but cut off the short stubby stems. Feed with a balanced plant food and apply a 
cup of Epsom salts around the drip line – the outside margin of the leaf canopy. 

2. Add plants 
If you want to add new plants to your garden, buy and plant bare-root stock within the next 
week or two. Be careful to choose plants with plump unwrinkled stems that are still dormant 
and unsprouted. Then cut back the tops of bareroot roses, cane berries and grapes, and 
even mound extra soil over the branches of rose bushes for two weeks to ensure a good 
“take.” Plant blueberries in containers with an acid soil mix, such as “leaf mold” or 
composted wood and well-moistened peat moss. Trim side branches off bareroot fruit trees, 
forcing them to develop stronger new stems. 

3. Hey, bud 
When planting bareroot roses, soak plants overnight so their stems are plump. Cut back tops 
to eight inches and trim off any leaves or sprouts. Plant so the crown of branches is at soil 
level then cover all the stems with excess soil for two weeks to insulate against drying out. 



After two weeks, remove the excess soil, and feed when new pea-size flower buds first 
appear. 

4. Veg out 
Autumn plantings of winter vegetables are perfect for harvesting right now. Cool weather is 
a great time for hot cauliflower soup or broccoli-cheese soup. Red cabbage makes great 
holiday dishes, as do beets and other items. It’s a treat to have foods directly from your 
garden. 

5. Bark’s bite 
Plan on spraying your stone fruit trees within the next couple of weeks to protect them 
from borers (moth larvae) that feed inside tree branches, causing bark to flake off on the 
upper side and seriously weakening or even killing the trees. Cut out severely damaged 
branches, if necessary, then spray the leafless tree with any available “dormant spray” 
product. This will kill any larvae or pupae that are inside your tree. Prevent new springtime 
infestations from neighborhood borers with three applications of Malathion, seven to ten 
days apart, in May, as new larvae hatch and try to get a foothold. Apply on the ground 
around the trunk, then up the trunk and over all the supporting branches. 
 

GARDEN Thoughts 

How do you know you are a Master Gardener? 
There is a decorative compost container on your kitchen counter. 
You would rather go to a nursery to shop than a clothing store.   
You prefer gardening to watching television.   
You plan vacation trips to arboretums and public parks.   
Dirt under your fingernails and calloused palms are matters of pride.  

The real meaning of plant catalog terminology:  
"A favorite of birds" means to avoid planting near cars, sidewalks, or 
clotheslines.  
"Grows more beautiful each year" means "Looks like roadkill for the 
foreseeable future."  
"Zone 5 with protection" is a variation on the phrase "Russian roulette."  
"May require support" means your daughter's engineering degree will finally 
pay off.  
"Moisture-loving" plants are ideal for landscaping all your bogs and 
swamps.  
"Carefree" refers more to the plant's attitude than to your workload.  
"Vigorous" is code for "has a Napoleonic compulsion to take over the 
world."  
"Grandma's Favorite" -- until she discovered free-flowering, disease-
resistant hybrids. 


