
                PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Well, we made it! The Bonita Valley Garden Club 
has had a wonderful and exciting year. We made 
the front page of the Union Tribune with our 
“Zebra” Christmas tree (always a pleasure to 
work alongside my co-chair Pauline Waters), had 
a fantastic Flower Show co-chaired by the 
amazing talents of Kathy Taylor and Carvill 
Veech, enjoyed the most colorful Mardi Gras Tea 
(your hard work showed, Susan Currie!), had the
most successful plant sale to date under the 
knowledgable expertise of Jackie Riekstins and 
Sandy Marking, went on fun trips to Olive Wood,
Balboa Park, and Summers Past Farms, and had 
exceptional speakers every month (thank you, 
Carvill and Marion). Currently we are looking
forward to a beautiful June installation luncheon 
at San Diego Country Club to end our year and 
an awesome summer party at Sonja Wilson’s
home to begin a new one. Kathy and I have 
enjoyed our time with all of you and will be back 
in September to do it again.
Thank you to an outstanding group of Officers 
and Committee Chairman. I have learned so 
much!
With appreciation,
Sharon

                                       BONITA VALLEY GARDEN CLUB

                               THE SEEDLING
                                                                                                     JUNE 2017

BOARD MEETING
JUNE 7 AT 9-30am
HOSTESS: Sandy Marking, 1622 Yale St,
Chula Vista RSVP 421-0889

GENERAL MEETING
JUNE 14 AT 10am
San Diego Country Club, 88L St, Chula Vista 
91911
Lunch $27.00 chicken or salmon
If you have not made your reservation please do 
so.
Last minute to make reservation and pay is June 
7th at the board meeting.

FLOWERS
LIBRARY, Rae Correira, Jan Cousins
MUSEUM, Fran Cornell

February Tea. Next year our theme will be Hearts 
and Flowers.



Southwestern College Scholarship Evening
Deb Pfau and Susan Kirby attended the scholarship 
presentation event.

David Root created some amazing designs for our May program 



NEW MEMBERS TEA AT IRASEMA’S HOME
What a beautiful event. It was quite a sight to walk in and see so many members, all looking so pretty, 
sitting out on the scenic patio, sipping tea, chatting and having a wonderful time. The new members 
received gifts from our presidents, Sharon and Kathy.
Thank you Irasema



JUAREZ LINCOLN YOUTH GARDEN

The children at Juarez Lincoln School have 
worked hard all year learning about, and then 
working in their productive garden. They 
harvested the vegetables they helped grow, and 
then were able to open a store to sell some of 
their produce to the 
parents. What a great 
program!

                      ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GARDENS SPONSORED BY BVGC

Marianne Briggs and Diane Hahnel chair this 
program. Thank you 



Sunnyside Youth Garden 
The children work during their lunch breaks and before school to add to the garden boxes. They harvested 
tomatoes, eggplants and various flowers, all in plant boxes. They continue to improve the garden area of the 
school with colorful fences and paintings too.

Stephanie Rossi Trail
Come walk with us!. Sometimes we are 9 or 10 
walkers and sometimes just 4-5 . We would love to 
have you join us walking the Stephanie Rossi Trail 
every Thursday morning at 8:30 am. We do switch 
to 8:00 am to beat the heat when it warms 
considerably. Park and meet in front of the Kumon 
Learning Center on Central, behind Starbucks in 
Bonita. We pick up trash and watch the seasons 
change, listen to birds, chat amiably, and watch the 
myriad of lovely native plants and flowers that are 
growing there. A healthy and refreshing activity for 
everyone.
Darlene and Jackie

 I thought this was a nice photo from the plant 
sale.  What a great job Jackie does for this 
project!!!!  Enjoy this wonderful weather we are 
having. Sandy D 



I joined the Garden Club because of Barbara. I had just retired and saw an article about the Garden Club. I spoke 
with Barbara and she was so welcoming I went to a board meeting at Kathy Taylor's and Barbara  introduced me 
and made me feel so comfortable. She also told .me about riding her horse as a young woman  and having many  
adventures.  Darlene Montgomery

I am so sad. She is one of the main reasons I joined BVGC. I loved her. What an inspiration she was. Carvill

Because of her persistance and constant encouragement, she is the reason I became a Flower Show Judge! 
May God bless her and may she rest in peace after such a long battle...
Sincerest regards,
Sandra Graff

Wonderful memories of Barbara, talented, always helpful, We miss you.  Peggy Burley

Barbara was such a funny lady, she had a wonderful sense of humor.  I am sorry to hear of her passing. Anna L

I was very sad to hear about Barbara's death.  She was so sweet and one of the main reasons I wanted to be 
part of our garden club.  She will be missed.   Lots of Love   From  Evita Beas

Barbara lived in Durango, Colorado during the height of the great depression. She worked for May company in 
the accounting dept. after High School Graduation. She moved to Palm City in 1942.  Barbara’s accounting and 
dictation skills led her to the concrete ship building yard in National City, where she worked for 2 years.  She then 
became the purchasing manager at San Diego office supply and then a legal secretary and court reporter.

In 1947 Barbara was hired at South Bay Union School District, which at that time only had two schools.  
Continuing to take college courses at night, Barbara was promoted to business manager for the school district.  
She held both regional and state wide offices.

During her tenure at the school district, Barbara supervised the construction of 11 additional schools 
throughout the south bay.  Later, Barbara and Jackie, her daughter, opened Barbara’s florist in 1972(fashion 
Valley).  Her love of flowers would carry on through her life as as she later joined the Bonita Valley Garden Club, 
San Diego Designers Forum, San Diego Floral Association, and in retirement was often asked to judge events 
though the San Diego Floral Judges Council.
In 1978 Barbaras career path changed to real estate as she joined Tarbel Realtors as an agent. Later promoted 
to broker and manager of the Bonita Branch.
Her oldest daughter, Roz, entered religious life in 1986, and was a member of the Carmelite Monastery in San 
Diego until joining the Carmel of Reno community in 1999.

BARBARA FORREST
Sadly Barbara passed away recently, she was a very active member of our garden club and I was involved in 
many activities with her. She loved flower shows and was so knowledgable about all aspects of organizing the 
shows. We would be involved in shows put on by other clubs also, especially clerking jobs. She encouraged me to 
be involved in everything that the Garden Club participated in. She would arrange for us to hold fundraisers such 
as bulb and plant purchases from catalogs, she was always including our club in local events. Barbara was such a 
warm and welcoming friend, she would love to have friends over anytime to just sit down and have a chat.  Susan 




