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 THE SEEDLING
                                                                                                                                                              JUNE 2019

BOARD MEETNG 
JUNE 5, Hostess CYNTHIA STOJEBA 

GENERAL MEETING 
JUNE 12 
At St. Johns is where we hosted our tea, 
located at  760 First Avenue in Chula Vista.  
We will be installing our new officers. This is 
the last regular meeting until September, 
please come! 
Set up is at 9:30 to 10:00 am with the 
Brunch  and Potluck  Attendees arriving 
around 10:15 
  
Set Up Committee:  Anne Linn, Sarah 
Tolley, Anna Marie R., Darlene M. 
  
Main Dish:  Lisa Mercier, Kathy Taylor, 
Maria B (meatballs), Anna Marie R., Mary 
Jane Pye (Mexican Chicken Dish) 
  
Beverages: Pauline, Sharon Louder (Coffee, 
Sparkling Lavender Tea)  Ronni (Wine) 
  
Salad:  Ernie Trimble , Vera (Jello Salad), 
Brenda (Pickled Beets) ,  Sonia Wilson 
(Potato Salad). 
Linda Vargason (Pasta Salad),   Unknown 
Person maybe N. S.  (cauliflower salad),  
Unknown  Person (Layered Salad) Unknown 
Person 

Soup: Diane Hahnel, (Taco Bean Soup) 
  
Dessert:  Jackie Riekstins, (Gluten free 
item) Cynthia Stojeba ( Puff pastry goat 
cheese fig tart)  Maria Balolong (Fruit Pizza) 
Lynn Batchelor, Aida Eberline 

Paper plates, napkins and cutlery, 
bowls,cups 
Sarah Tolley 
Pat Malone (cutlery) 
Irene Blacklock 
  
Clean up Committee  Jean Bibb, Susan 
Kirby

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Happy Summer BVGC Gardeners, 
Our June meeting is tomorrow and promises to be another 
innovative and fun event with our potluck dish recipes based on our 
two BVGC Cookbooks. We will not have a formal meeting but will 
include announcements, my end of year President’s message and 
the installation of our new leaders.   I hope to see all of you at our 
June meeting.  In case you will not be there I am copying my 
President’s Year End Message which I will deliver at our luncheon.
For the past several years the theme of National Garden Clubs has 
been Plant America and our district adopted Plant America: One 
Member at a Time. We have definitely implemented that vision in 
many ways which included the following. 

Plant America:  Growing Membership.  I am thrilled to recognize 
our membership growth and our success in retaining our current 
members.  Many individual members reached out to friends to join us 
and we held a very successful membership tea. Our Treasurer made 
numerous phone calls to ensure that current members knew about 
renewing.

Plant America:  Seeding the Future.  I was very proud to represent 
BVGC at the Scholarship Dinner for Cuyamaca College where I 
presented two $1000 scholarships to current horticultural students.  
In addition we also awarded two $1000 scholarships at 
Southwestern College. We touched the future through our work with 
our four school gardens and the students who were able to get in 
touch with nature (many for the first time).  Informally we influenced 
the future through work with our children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, spouses, family, neighbors and friends by providing 
information and inspiration to nurture, beautify and protect our 
environment.

Plant America: Cultivating Friendships.  We provided 
opportunities to get to know one another through working together at 
our workshops.  At general meetings there was social time before the 
meeting, our getting to know our members segment during the 
meeting and the camaraderie of having lunch together afterwards.  
Our board meetings also provided pre-meeting social time. Our 
carpool adventures which occurred going to Palomar District 
Meetings and to Design Forum also cemented friendships. We 
deepened our friendships through having fun together during our 
tours.  We increased our appreciation of one another though our 
holiday social gatherings, museum events and summer party. We 
deepened our friendships through our various interest groups.  We 
kept in touch via calls, cards and visits with members who were 
unable to attend our meetings.



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONTINUED

Plant America: Nurturing our Community. We used our Seedling and other publicity to invite our community to 
attend our events and programs. We provided learning opportunities for the community through our flower show 
both the horticulture/design exhibits and the educational exhibits. We worked with the Boy Scouts to plant a tree 
in Chula Vista. We helped to beautify our community through our plant sales. Our lovely designs for Blooming Art 
in Bonita also helped the museum to fulfill their educational mission as did our other assistance for the museum.  
Thanks to the efforts of our Thursday walkers, we saw a decrease in litter in Bonita. We provided a beautiful 
memory for community members through decorating a tree for December Nights and by decorating our own tree 
for the holidays on Sweetwater Road. We provided flowers at the museum and in the library for visitors.

Plant America: Planting Knowledge. We all received new insights, inspiration and knowledge through our 
series of excellent monthly programs which included floral design, horticultural topics, faux boulder creation, 
seeds and reducing our carbon footprint.  We had members who were a fount on knowledge for us on both 
horticulture and design and worked monthly to provide our five minute teaching segments at our general meeting 
as well as providing information at our plant sale, Blooming Art and at our flower show. 

Plant America: Reaping Rewards.  Our club was recognized at the state level at the convention last week.  We 
are not only a Blue Ribbon Award winner but we won 1st and 2nd place for a single event, 2nd place for our 
garden tour, 2nd place for membership promotion, 2rd place for civic development, 2nd place for landscape 
design advocate and 3rd place for civic impact.  This is such an honor to be 1st, 2nd or 3rd in the entire state of 
California. Thank you to Nancy Scheffler who submitted the programs and to all who participated in them. 
Besides winning the accolades of our peers, we received $135 in prize money. 

We were able to do all of those because of our loyal members.  I value all of you in whatever capacity you have 
been able to contribute.  I appreciate those whose health, jobs or family responsibilities prevent their attendance 
at meetings.  Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts and supporting our projects through your dues and 
donations.  For those whose work, family or health only allow limited participation, thank you for your presence 
when possible and for your contributions which helped us to fulfill our mission.  Thank you to those who worked 
outside the spotlight setting up for meetings and events, providing prizes for our raffle, cleaning up after meetings 
and events, contributing items for the market table, staffing the sales tables at meetings and plant sales, 
purchasing raffle tickets and buying at the market table and plant sales, contributing food for general meetings 
and special events, bringing cuttings to share, serving on committees, providing publicity and producing our 
wonderful Seedling.  Thank you to all those who supported me and BVGC by stepping up to leadership positions 
as officers, committee chairs, board meeting hostesses, program presenters.  Will the club leaders please step 
forward when called to receive your certificate of appreciation.  

Thank you again for the privilege of serving as BVCG President for this year.  I love this club and actually 
became a member because my mother was so involved in it and in the Chula Vista Garden Club. An avid 
gardener and flower arranger, she was successful member recruiter and led the movement to welcome diverse 
members to our club.  I was not interested in gardening but after retirement, I transported her back and forth to 
meetings and rather than listen to her glowing reports, I decided it would just be easier to join. 
LYNNE



BONITA VALLEY GARDEN CLUB SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Each year the BVGC members works hard to insure the success of our 
scholarship program.  These scholarship helps to provide students the  
financial resources to pursue their horticulture education.  This year 
$2,000.00 scholarship recipient from Cuyamaca College are: 

Ashley Bourne, graduating with degree in Nursery Technology & Floral Design. 
Rebekah Vazquez, pursuing her degree in Nursery Technology. 

The Award Ceremony and Banquet was held May 16th at the Morgan Run Club & Resort, 
and was attended by Lynne Batchelor and Susan Currie who presented the scholarship 
to the recipients. 

BVGC, also provides a $1,000.00 scholarship for deserving students in the 
South Western College, majoring in the horticulture fields of Landscape and 
Nursery Technology, and the 2019 recipients are: 

Christina Pinuelas, Nursery occupations: Floral Design Emphasis - A. S. 
Christina Hernandez, Nursery Occupations: Retail Nursery/Plant Production - A. S. 

The Annual Award Ceremony and Dinner, was held April 24th at the Mayan Hall, 
attended by Ronni Russell and Susan Rierson who presented the scholarship 
awards on behalf of the BVGC. 

BEA



                                            BLUE RIBBON YARD AWARD 

Sandy Duncan and I have met some wonderful people this year in our quest for Bonita Blue Ribbon Yard 
honorees, but none has been more gracious than Mike and Yrma Nixon on 3804 Wild Oats Lane. 

We caught Mike in his driveway as he was running his ‘56 Mercury that was under wraps but Mike lifted the car 
cover to give us a sneak peek at the beautiful paint job on his “baby”.  Then he invited us into his home, offered 
us a seat and a beverage while we learned a little more about our Blue Ribbon winners. 

The Nixon’s moved to Bonita in ‘96 from Imperial Beach.  They used to visit Mike’s sister who lived on Wild Oats 
and they’d always admired the Spanish style home with the arch down the street.  One day his sister called to 
inform him the house was on the market! 

They left IB for the quiet and serenity of Bonita.  This was extremely important to them because they have a 
developmentally disabled son who needed the quiet.  We learned the son had been released from the hospital 
less than a week prior to our visit and faces a difficult prognosis ahead of him.  Yrma was in the midst of preparing 
him a snack when we were invited in.  She provides 24/7 care for her son and thanked us for providing this bright 
spot in her day.  I honestly felt like we should be thanking her, someone who has so much on her plate, but who 
seemed to possess such grace and equanimity...and someone who made the time to be so gracious with total 
strangers. 

The Nixon’s re-did their front yard about 3 - 4 years ago, using Apollo Pavers and a landscape planner.  They 
wanted a low maintenance yard that Mike would tend and that would be drought friendly while maintaining curb 
appeal.  They achieved this goal in spades.  The pavers have wonderful undulating borders instead of harsh 
edges against a swath of artificial turf.  A fountain on a timer adds ambience with the sound of trickling water.  A 
nicely maintained carrotwood tree provides a canopy of shade over a mini bench set in place for their 
grandchildren.  A granite boulder is another focal point.  Drought tolerant aeonium, geraniums and dracaena are 
on a lower level behind an attractive retaining wall.  We encourage you to drive by and admire the Nixon’s blue 
ribbon yard. 

Ronni Russell





                                                      BONITA MUSEUM        

Make your reservations today:  

Saturday June 29th, 5:30 PM - Gala Fundraiser Dinner  
Enjoy a Los Californios summer evening at the museum celebrating Nuestra Frontera: Our South 

Bay Families at the Border exhibition.  

The gala dinner will take you back in time 250 years to explore eight generations of the people 
living in the region.  Experience the unique culture of South Bay San Diego through historical 
reenactments, music and storytelling about the people and families in the exhibition. 

This fundraiser supports free exhibitions and educational programming year around at the 
museum.  

  
Reservations are $100. per person and can be made  
in the museum, on-line, or by check.   
Please make checks payable to The Bonita Historical Society.

Hi Aimee, 

Thank you so much for the generous donations you have given our club through 
the years, you will be truly missed.  If you are still in town, stop by to our 

usual monthly meeting, love to see a special lady like you! 

Take care Aimee, 
  

Bea

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BonitaMuseumandCultu/4836e5077c/8e2fa4e735/db327fe1bb/aff=erelexpmlt
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BonitaMuseumandCultu/4836e5077c/8e2fa4e735/4cc0a2836b
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BonitaMuseumandCultu/4836e5077c/8e2fa4e735/ad0d7d6318/aff=erelexpmlt
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BonitaMuseumandCultu/4836e5077c/8e2fa4e735/db327fe1bb/aff=erelexpmlt
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BonitaMuseumandCultu/4836e5077c/8e2fa4e735/4cc0a2836b
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BonitaMuseumandCultu/4836e5077c/8e2fa4e735/ad0d7d6318/aff=erelexpmlt


PEGGY BURLEY  11-2-22 to 5-1-19
Peggy was a founding member of the Bonita Valley Garden Club. She also founded the Bonita Organic Club. 
She was my very good friend for 48 years, I was also a co founder of the garden club. When we started we 
paid for all our activities and speakers up front and we had lunch at each others houses.We started on a 
shoestring. Our club was fun. She would be so proud that our club now has close to 100 members and has a 
very healthy budget.
Peggy loved life so much. She was ever encouraging and a real role model. She loved poetry and was a poet 
herself. She loved playing bridge, we went on many trips with the bridge club and had many life long bridge 
playing friends. She loved people and anyone who met her loved her too. She played golf and was an avid 
gardener,  growing so much that she would give away her beautiful flowers.
We will miss her and her wonderful sense of humor and especially her friendship. She moved away to Arizona 
a few years ago to be near her daughter Toni, we all missed her when she left. She recently started a bridge 
club, founder of yet another club.
Peggy we will miss you.
Vera

Peggy and husband Jim originally retired to Corpus Cristi but due to Hurricane Celia when their whole property 
was destroyed they “retired” to Coronado. They taped up the car windows and took their 3 kids and a dog. Jim 
started work again with Scripps clinic and was moved to Bonita where they had a large animal clinic with 350 
animals that included goats, sheep , llama, emus, horses, cattle spider and Macaque monkeys among other 
animals. 

The garden club cleared a field for Sweetwater Valley Little League so that they would have somewhere to 
play.



                                                 THURSDAY MORNING HIKERS 
Go Take a Hike 

Every Thursday morning (except the last Thursday of the month),  a few stalwart members of the 
Bonita Valley Garden Club walk the Stephanie Rossi trail and pick up trash to help keep our 
community clean and beautiful.  We meet in front of the Kumon Learning Center in the Bonnie 
Brae shopping center at the foot of Central.  Currently the group heads out at 8:30 a.m. but we 
will set out at 8:00 when the weather gets warmer. 

There is always plenty of trash to be picked up so we welcome new “bag ladies” with open arms.  
If picking up trash isn’t your thing you might want to join us just to get out in the fresh air with 
Mother Nature for a ~2.25 mile hike.  Another benefit of joining us is that you will learn about the 
flora in our open spaces.  Jackie Riekstins, with her Masters in Horticulture, has a wealth of 
knowledge to share.  Here are a few photos of some of our recent discoveries: 

WILD GRAPE

WILD BLACKBERRIES

WILD ROSES

WILD CELERY


