
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
Happy Spring (almost) and Happy St. Pat's!
Are you getting your green (thumb) on? I'm 
feeling a few aches after a lovely, full weekend in 
the garden.
Our February Tea and Fashion show was a great 
success. It was well attended and quite fun. 
Congratulations to our chairs, Maria Balolong, 
Sandra Graff, Rebecca Morretti, Judy Silver, and 
Pauline Waters. All of the table hosts created 
beautiful tables in keeping with the theme -- 
Music in the Garden. And, as usual, attendees 
brought yummy food.  Thank you all for making 
this event so fun and successful.
Our next big events are our Plant Sale, Saturday, 
May 2 and the Bonita in Bloom Garden Tour, 
Wednesday, May 13. In addition to touring the 
gardens, attendees have an opportunity to buy 
raffle tickets for an array of baskets filled with 
donations from community businesses and 
contributions from members. Please lend your 
support and creativity by reaching out to 
businesses for donations and by donating 
correspondingly themed items to fill out the 
basket contents. I'm planning to donate contents 
for either a conservation or cat themed basket or 
both.
These events are our club's primary fundraisers 
toward our scholarships to Cuyamaca and 
Southwestern College horticulture students. 
Please remember to buy at least 2 garden tour 
tickets - one for you and one for a friend.
Remember to spring forward between Sat and 
Sunday, March 7 & 8.
Happy Gardening, Lisa Mercier, BVGC President

MARCH 4 BOARD MEETING
HOST: Susan Heavlin, 6510 San Miguel Rd, 
Bonita 91902. RSVP: 619-962-1724 or 
thebabydel@gmail.com

MARCH 11 GENERAL MEETING.
PROGRAM: Bokashi Composting: A 
Fermentation Sensation.
Be a food citizen of this earth and learn to 
compost the bokashi way; no bugs; no odor; no 
greenhouse gases! Speaker Shatil Parikh

MARCH 19 at 9am. Community Garden field trip. 
Jackie will help us plan our gardens.

APRIL 18 9am at the library. Field trip to 
Summers Past

SET-UP: Rebecca Moretti
REFRESHMENTS: Mary Lu Gultekin, usan Kirby, 
Deb Pfau, Irasema Taylor, Linda Vargason
RAFFLE: Maria Balalong, Mary Lu Gultekin, 
Susan Kirby, Deb Pfau, Irasema Taylor
CLEAN-UP: Membership
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                  WHAT IS BOKASHI COMPOSTING? 
                   A COMPOSTING SENSATION

  Are you a composter wannabe?  Do you save 
produce scraps by the kitchen sink and then dutifully 
cart them outside to add to your compost pile, but 
somehow never manage to obtain the perfect black 
gold compost that you see on Youtube videos? 
Instead, your compost bin is full of hard lumps or it’s 
too wet.  😩  Then on the off chance that you seem to 
be getting it right, you discover that you’ve created a 
grub and slug sanctuary...😖  Well, been there, done 
that...

But fear not!  Our March program will feature master 
gardener Shatil Parikh teaching us all about bokashi 
composting, or as I like to call it, “composting for 
dummies”.  Bokashi composting uses a fermentation 
process instead of heat.  You will be amazed by all 
the things you can compost and by the differences 
and benefits of bokashi composting versus traditional 
composting.  Intrigued?  Then don‘t miss the program 
on March 11th!

Ronni and Darlene
                                                      

   MARCH PROGRAM
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FASHION SHOW
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“WHO LET THE DOGS OUT”
RONNI AND SANDYS TABLE
I created a dog enclosure out of an old dog crate 
and then had all the dogs (from my doggie 
Christmas ornament collection) escaping from it, 
except for the bulldog who was too fat to get out.  
On top of the enclosure was a cat and he was the 
one who let the dogs out! Napkins were folded in 
the shape of rawhides and gift bags contained 
peanut butter cookies in the shape of dog bones.  
Dog print mini lights sparkled among the 
rampaging dogs.  Sandy Duncan created our dog 
catching outfits. Ronni

        FEBRUARY TEA
“MUSIC IN THE GARDEN”
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TENDING THE ROSES AT ST JOHNS
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           BVGC MEMBERS DECORATING ST.JOHN PARISH HALL FOR VALENTINE DINNER
                                    SHARON, PAT, SUSAN K, CHERYL AND KATHY
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                                                              FIELD TRIPS

We are going to visit our community garden in Bonita on March 19, 2020. Our own Jackie Riekstins has offered to 
talk to us about planning and keeping a garden like ours. We will meet at 9:00 A.M. at the garden. It is located on 
the corner of Sweetwater Rd. and Bonita Rd. Use the parking lot that is there for the Pumpkin Patch (back 
corner).The entrance is rather hidden so be aware.  After the garden tour you can walk with our Garden Club 
walkers on the Stephanie Rossi trail. We will meet after at the Chula Vista Golf Course for breakfast.

On April 18, 2020 we'll head to Summers Past Farms for a fun day. In addition to exploring the barn filled with lots 
of goodies, soap shop and gardens, they are hosting a huge craft fair. Please meet at the Bonita library at 9:00 
A.M. if you wish to carpool there. The farm is located at 15602 Olde Hwy. 80, El Cajon, Calif. 92021. I will make 
reservations at Janets Cafe in Alpine for lunch. 

I'll have sign up sheets for both tours at our March meeting. 

I am planning a tour to the Dickenson Farm spring of next year. The house will be open for tours then and will add 
to the experience of this beautiful place. Currently the home is not open for tours. 

Take care and see you all at the March meeting!

Sharon Louder

                                                           PHOTO PHUNDRAISER

 Greetings and Salutations:
The first annual Photo Phundraiser Contest is almost upon us.  You need to get your fantastic photos ready to bring to 
the Pacific Region Convention in Silverton, Oregon, April 27.  If you can't come you can send your photos to me (see 
last paragraph) and I'll bring them to the Convention for you.  I'll also be taking photos of the entries so you can see 
them if you can't make it.
Remember there will be a $25 prize for the winner in each category. $100 for the Best in Show with $100 to the garden 
club that submits the most entries and $100 to the garden club that submits the most entries per capita.  This will give 
the smaller clubs a chance for the $100.

The final date for sending the photos to me is March 31.  This date allows for our snail mail to deliver it on time.

 I've had a second thought.  If club members would like to e-mail me their photos.  I would be willing to print and mat 
the photos for entry.  There would be an additional cost of $5 to cover the material (ink and 11x14 white mat).  It would 
save postage both too and from.  The cost would then be $10 per photo.  Checks still to be made out to Pacific Region 
and sent along with entry forms to Karen Ramsey, P. O. Box 159, Merlin, OR.

 I've had a lot of inquiries and am looking forward to a great turn out.

 Karen Ramsey, Co-chairman
Pacific Region Photo Phundraiser Contest
sierrakr@aol.com      541-479-5513
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   MARKET TABLE 
Our new Market Table Co-Chairs, 
Joan Smalley and Sonia Wilson, are 
seeking your contributions for the 
Market Table. Please drop off your 
items at Joan's house. It is better if 
you call ahead to ensure she is home 
to receive them. If she isn't home it 
should be safe to leave them anyway.  
Joan Smalley 619-636-4887. 2729 
Valley Creek Drive. ( Not Valley creek 
Circle)  
We are looking forward to seeing you 
all soon. For members who have 
items to donate and are unable to 
drop them off, Sonia can make pick-
ups.

     FACEBOOK 
A reminder to like our community page on 

Facebook: Bonita Valley Garden Club
Lots of photos and shares from around the 

Garden Club world. Please send photos to Linda 
to add to our page.

The beautiful BVGC red 
aprons are available for $20 
each. They make fabulous 
gifts.  Hostess, birthday, 
Christmas, or for yourself. 
Available at meetings or 
events, or call Sarah at 
619-421-4964

COOKBOOKS $12
HOT SAUCE $10
SEE DIANE

 Sunshine lady
If you know someone who 

needs cheering up, let 
Sonia Wilson or Jean Bibb 
know and they will send a 

card
PLANT TABLE

Please bring plants or cuttings for our plant 
table
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             GARDEN TOUR MAY 13

For the Garden Tour Raffle, I have received the 
following donations:

1. Sycuan Casino- Lunch or dinner for two plus four 
bingo packets -  value $208

2. Save our Heritage Foundation- six admission tickets 
(good at Whaley House, Marston House or Warner-
Carillo Ranch House) - value $60

3. The New Children's Museum - four tickets - value 
$56

4. Annie's Hair Club - two haircut certificates @ $30 
each - value $60

5. Walter Anderson Nursery - $50

6. Art's Lawnmower Shop - a pair of garden pruner's

7. Donny's Cafe - two gift cards - $25 each - value $50

8. Nespresso Virtuo Plus coffee machine donated by 
Deb Pfau, value $250.

We need content for the garden baskets to accompany 
the gift certificates. The larger donations will be raffled 
on their own, without baskets. We also need items for 
cat or dog baskets. Please contact me if you have any 
donations for raffle baskets. Thank you, Joanne 
Westover  619-479-7974

HERE ARE A FEW IDEAS FOR ITEMS 
TO ADD TO THE BASKETS
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Victoria Gabrielle Roach.
Victoria came into this world at 4:37am Sunday 
February 16.
Anna -Marie would like to thank everyone for 
attending her baby shower at Sonia’s house. 
Thank you for all the wonderful gifts. Cards will 
be in the mail soon.
Isn’t she lovely


