
Chairman’s Message 

The first two years of the newly created California 
Consultants Council were productive and my how 
time flies when having fun! Highlights of the CCC 
include the Tri-Refresher held in conjunction with 
CGCI's June 2014 convention in Glendale. The CCC 
members-only tour to Belmont Nursery was 
conducted following CGCI's February 2015 winter 
board meeting in Fresno. The ABC's of NGC Schools 
is a panel Q&A workshop sponsored by the CCC on 
Wednesday, June 10, 2015 during CGCI's convention 
in Reno, NV. 

Landscape Design Commendations were 
awarded to Wade Roberts, Sherman Library & 
Gardens in Costa Mesa; Descanso Gardens in La 
Canada Flintridge; Humboldt Botanical Garden 
Foundation in Eureka; John and Sue Dimmick in 
Eureka and the Leo Politi Garden at California State 
University - Fresno. An Award of Merit in 
Landscape Architecture was awarded to Robert 
Boro, ASLA who designed the Leo Politi Garden at 
CSUF and a Landscape Design Certificate of 
Appreciation and Recognition was presented to 
Belmont Nursery in Fresno. 

Two Outstanding Private Garden Certificates of 
Recognition were awarded by the CCC. The first 
was presented March 8, 2015 by South Coast Cacti 
and Succulent Society to Jim and Jan Gardner for their 
home garden in Rolling Hills Estates. The second will 
be presented June 6, 2015 and information will be in 
the fall issue of the Council Thymes. 
CCC members can be proud to be a part of the above 
accomplishments. CCC dues ($20) are now due 
for the 2015-2017 term. NOTE any provisional, 
accredited consultant, master or emeritus 
Environmental, Gardening or Landscape Design 
consultant may join the CCC to partake in the CCC 
activities by remitting the dues form on the last page 
of this newsletter. Renewing CCC members as well as 
new CCC members are welcome to join us for 2015-
2017. 

It has been an honor to serve as the first Chairman of 
the CCC. I look forward to continued success of the 
CCC in the new term as I have been asked to return 
as CCC Chairman for 2015-2017. A single council 

allows the CCC to focus on objectives and accomplish 
more as a unified body working together as a force 
for good. Imagine what we 
can do in the future... 
  
 

 
 

Next Meeting 

The next CCC meeting will 
be held at the CGCI 
Convention Meeting at the 
Circus Circus Hotel & 
Casino in Reno on 
Thursday, June 11 at 
4:00 p.m. in Mandalay 

B.  Election of our 2015 – 2017 Council officers will 
take place. Your input is invaluable to the success of 
the CCC. We hope to see you there! 

All are welcome to attend the Council meeting. 
 

Council Thymes 

This is YOUR newsletter, everyone is encouraged to 
submit articles of interest to the editor on any subject 
of horticulture, landscape design or environmental 
topics. Send articles to Julie West, CCC Chairman by 
July 25, 2015. 

 
2013 – 2015 Council Officers 

Chairman:  Julie West, . 
Secretary:  Pat Clayes, PatClayes@aol.com 
Treasurer: Shane Looper, Slooper@sbcglobal.net 
Parliamentarian:  
             Robin Pokorski, RobinP@juno.com   
Vice Chairmen: 
  Environmental Consultants: 
  Dave West, JDavidWest@aol.com  
  Gardening Consultants: 
 Carole Lung, CKLung@verizon.net 
  Landscape Design Consultants: 
 Josie Goodenow, JosieGoodenow@gmail.com   
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School Daze 

Landscape Design Schools 
October 22-23, Course III, Santa Rosa 
Contact:  Mary Ann Swanson,  
707-762-3118 emswanson@comcast.net    
Flyer will be posted on CGCI's website under NGC 
Schools Calendar when available.  
 
Course IV, April 28-29, 2016 
 

The Leo Politi Garden - CSUF 
By Julie West, CCC Chairman 

Congratulations to the Leo Politi Garden at 
California State University – Fresno which was 
awarded a Landscape Design Commendation by the 
CCC on February 3, 2015. The commendation was for 
outstanding use of a small area on campus outside 
the Henry Madden Library designed as a space for 
storytelling, class lectures, contemplation and study 
inspired by Leo Politi’s art and literature.  
In addition, an Award of Merit in Landscape 
Architecture was awarded to Robert Boro, ASLA who 
designed the Leo Politi Garden as a small ornamental 
garden celebrating the Leo Politi Children’s Book 
collection at the Arne Nixon Center for the Study of 
Children’s Literature and inspired by Leo Politi’s art 
and literature. Design elements are based on Leo 
Politi’s works including reproductions of his 
sculptures, fountain and sidewalk mosaics pictured at 
bottom. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Series 26, Course II  

Landscape Design School Success 
By Julie West, CCC Chairman 

In April, Luther Burbank District hosted the above 
with 42 attendees. The room pictured was full and 
with two NGC newly accredited instructors: Sarah 
Carolyn Sutton, author of The New American Front 
Yard and Laurel Kelly, a Registered Consulting 
Arborist. Thomas Eddy returned from Course I and 
the education was fabulous! Twenty-one attendees 
took the exam (who all passed) and two Landscape 
Design Consultants refreshed their credentials. 
 
The food was delicious with brunch items, lunch and 
snacks. There was much comradery among those 
who attended and everyone is looking forward to 
Course III. 
 

NGC Accredited Instructor, Sarah Sutton   
 
Course III of Series 26 is scheduled for October 22-
23, 2015 with all three newly accredited NGC 
instructors, Laura Kelly (ASLA, LEED AP); and Sarah 
Sutton (ASLA, LEED AP, BFQP) and Thomas Eddy 
(MA, ASLA, BFQP) returning. You will find the flyer 
and registration form on CGCI’s website “NGC Schools 
Calendar” once it is finalized. We expect Course III to 
fill up quickly so don’t procrastinate and end up on a 
waiting list. The class is limited to 46 participants. 
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Outstanding Private Garden  
By Julie West, CCC Chairman 

An application for Outstanding Private Garden 
Certificate of Recognition was received from South 
Coast Cacti & Succulent Society and approved by 
three Gardening Consultants at the CCC meeting in 
February. Jim and Jan Gardner in Rolling Hills Estates, 
California were honored for their outstanding display 
of succulents and cacti as a beautiful example of the 
use of water-wise and native plants to create a 
magnificent home landscape. Their generous 
donation of volunteer time and sharing of knowledge 
in numerous capacities was also recognized and 
appreciated. Both the front and back yard display 
succulents and cacti that make up 85% of their 
landscaping at this location for almost 40 years. Their 
home garden is a beautiful example of the use of 
drought-tolerant and native plants as well as how the 
plants look as they mature. The back yard includes a 
pond as a water feature and the side yard is used as 
their propagation/potting area. Congratulations to Jim 
and Jan Gardner! 

            Front Yard of Jim & Jan Gardner’s Home 

        Gardner’s Back Yard with Pond Feature 
 

A second application for Outstanding Private Garden 
Certificate of Recognition was received, reviewed and 
also approved at the CCC meeting in February. 
However, it is being presented in June so we will wait 
to reveal the Honorees in the Fall. 
 

Proposed 2015 – 2017 Council Officers 

The following slate of officers will be presented at the 
June Council meeting at which time nominations from 
the floor may be made. 
Chairman (not subject to election, appointed by 
CGCI President): Julie West, JulieAWest@aol.com 
Secretary:  Judy Powers, JudyAP45@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Shane Looper, Slooper@sbcglobal.net 
Parliamentarian:  
             Robin Pokorski, RobinP@juno.com   
Vice Chairmen: 
  Environmental Consultants: 
  Dave West, JDavidWest@aol.com  
  Gardening Consultants: 
 Josie Goodenow, JosieGoodenow@gmail.com 
  Landscape Design Consultants: 
  Carolyn Villi, CaRonV39@yahoo.com 
 

Gardening Study Schools &  
Upcoming Refresher Opportunity 

By Greg Pokorski, CGCI and NGC Gardening Study Schools 
Chairman 

Come learn more about the benefits of attending NGC 
Schools and learn more about sponsoring and 
conducting a school at the CCC-sponsored workshop, 
“The ABCs of NGC Schools” at the 2015 CGCI 
convention in Reno on June 10 at 4:45 in Mandalay 
2. The workshop will be an informal panel discussion 
with answers for your school-related questions.   

A club or district (or more than one) are needed to 
develop and sponsor CGCI’s next series of 
Gardening Study School. This four course (six 
classes and ten hours of instruction per course) 
program is one of National Garden Clubs’ four major 
educational programs. Conducting a school can be a 
wonderful team experience, providing interesting and 
useful information to your members and to the public 
(perhaps attracting some new members and raising 
some funds). 

Curriculum and general information are posted on the 
CGCI website. Contact GSS Chairman Greg Pokorski 
for additional information. 

Save the dates. October 29-30, 2015. What began 
as a Gardening Study Refresher to be sponsored by 
Southern California Garden Club in Encino, is now 
developing as a Tri-Refresher in partnership with 
the California Native Plant Society with emphasis on 
lawn alternatives and native plants.  Stay tuned. 

We are sad to report that Emeritus Gardening 
Consultant Eleanore Mance passed away on April 2. 
Eleanore served as 2001-03 Gardening Consultants 
Council Chairman. 
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Members Only Tour to Belmont Nursery 

Thursday, February 5, 2015      www.belmontnursery.com 
 
As a benefit of membership in the California Consultants Council, a 
special tour was organized for CCC members. Brenda Leal, Carolyn Villi 
and Judy Powers (members of the host Sequoia Foothills District) made 
arrangements to visit Belmont Nursery February 5, 2015 following CGCI’s 
winter board meeting in Fresno. 17 members of the CCC participated in 
the tour. 

The operations at Belmont Nursery were fascinating between their 
propagation/growing areas, plant-potting machine (pictured below on 
left) and retail sales area. The propagation and growing area tour guide 

(pictured below 
right) was 
proud to share 
their success 
with growing plants with strong 
roots. CCC members were able to 
purchase plants not yet available 
for sale in the retail area with 
various plants finding new homes 
in member gardens. It was fun, 
educational and the tour was 
two+ hours with some returning 
in the afternoon after lunch. 

A Landscape Design Appreciation & Recognition Commendation was presented to owners, 
Jon and Connie Reelhorn, owners of Belmont Nursery for their outstanding support of the community and education 
with classes and demonstrations throughout the year as well as their program of 
opportunities for nonprofit organizations. Members of the CCC who attended the 
tour appreciated Belmont Nursery’s hospitality. 

Pictured left to right is CGCI 2nd Vice President Krystal Migliore, CCC Chairman Julie 
A. West; Belmont tour guides who accepted on behalf of owners, Jon and Connie 
Reelhorn and CGCI President-Elect Sue Bennett. 

 

Growing/Propagation area of 
 Belmont Nursery  Nursery’s sales area 

 
 

CCC Members learning about Belmont propagation/growing process 
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